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Training evaluation report
Training session: Embedded Linux Training
Training dates: October 31 - November 2, 2006 (3 days)

Number of participants: 16
Returned feedback forms:  13 / 16

Thank you for having organized a Free Electrons training session!

Here is a wrap-up of evaluations from participants.

Learning objectives

1. How well did the course meet your learning objectives?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Not met

2 0

3 5

4 6

5 2 Fully met

3 - Expected more kernel internals and embedded system related stuff. Now too much generic Linux intro.

4 - Learned a lot, but there was too little time. Would have needed one more day.

4 - A bit too much non-embedded stuff.

2. How was the duration of the course?

Rating Answers Description

1 1 Too short. Couldn't learn enough in such a short time.

2 5 A little too short

3 5 Just fine

4 2 A little too long

5 0 Definitely too long. The concepts could be learned in much less time.

3 - Duration is good (3d) but the focus / scope was wrong. Should have compressed the first too days of the full 5 
day session instead of compressing the last 2 days. All the interesting stuff was skipped.

4 - Learned a lot, but there was too little time. Would have needed one more day.

4 - Would have been nice to have little time at the end to loop up some areas that still weren't covered. But this was 
great.

4 - Better to have courses one day / week for three weeks.

1 - A little more time for last labs...
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Lecture materials

3. How helpful did you find the lecture materials?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Not helpful. Made things more difficult to learn and understand.

2 0

3 1

4 4

5 8 Really made things easier to understand and learn.

4 - Well make material. Lots of useful links. Structure might be more clear. A bit hard to use as a manual 
afterwards.

5 - Excellent material!

4. Will you recommend these materials to others?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 No. Not helpful without following the sessions.

2 0

3 0

4 4

5 9 Definitely

5 - Fine to have all in the net for free.

5 - Excellent material!

5. Will you use these materials again in the future, for command or resource 
references?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 No. I will look for other sources of information.

2 0

3 1

4 4

5 8 Definitely

4 - Hopefully

4 - Examples and remarks are very useful in future projects.

5 - Although only electronic versions.

Instructor added value

6. How knowledgeable was the instructor?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Not enough for my own technical experience.

2 0

3 1

4 7

5 5 More than enough for my own experience.

3 - Instructor was able to answer to most of difficult technical questions
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7. Did instructor oral explanations add value to the lecture materials?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 No added value to reading the materials.

2 0

3 1

4 9

5 3 Yes. The instructor really made very useful oral explanations.

4 - Very fluent presentation

5 - More concentration on the most important issues

8. How well did the instructor answer questions from the audience?

Rating Answers Description

1 0
Poorly. Didn't try to understand the questions well or rarely managed 
to find useful answers.

2 0

3 1

4 5

5 7 Answered very well to questions from the audience

9. Was the instructor helpful with practical labs?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 No, not enough available and helpful during the labs.

2 1

3 0

4 6

5 6 Yes. The instructor definitely helped to make labs a learning 
opportunity.

4 - No much help was needed by me

4 - Perhaps prerequisites should be mentioned in course description (knowledge of Linux)
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Training labs

10. How useful did you find the training labs?

Rating Answers Description

1 1 Not useful. Didn't add significant value to the lectures.

2 0

3 1

4 4

5 7 Very useful. Helped to highlight things not understood and build 
useful experience.

5 - Should have more

5 - Again, too little time

11. How difficult were the training labs?

Rating Answers Description

1 0
Too difficult. Didn't help or even discouraged a beginner to get more 
familiar with the tools and concepts.

2 3 A bit too difficult. Would be better if the lab instructions gave a bit 
more details about explanations.

3 10
Just fine. Prompted me to look for answers, get my own experience 
and find my own solutions.

4 0 Too easy for my own technical level.

5 0 Too easy for everyone. Should challenge participants more and help 
everyone to practice on real issues.

3 - First three were too easy - The rest were fine.

3 - Not much kernel stuff

3 - Technical problems made things even more interesting :-)

12. Was enough time dedicated to the practical labs?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 No. More practice is needed

2 6 A little bit more time would help.

3 5 Just fine

4 2 A little bit less time would be enough.

5 0 Don't need to spend so much time on labs. On-the-job practice  is best

4 - Should be no extra trouble like the NFS hassle.

3 - Labs 1-3 were quite easy, but after that, labs were also entertaining.

2 - Only for harder (last) labs, first ones were almost too easy.
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Training conditions

13. How do you rate training conditions (room size, equipment, environment...)?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Poor.

2 1

3 1

4 7

5 3 Very good.

No rating - Not enough PC's, too small desks

14. How do you rate the training equipment (mainly computers)?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Poor. Not powerful enough to execute practical labs.

2 1

3 1

4 5

5 6 Very good. Very little time waiting, more time learning.

4 - Pre-installed PCs would be better

2 - Actually, nothing to complain about

4 - Some problems with CD drives

15. How well was the course organized (program, registration, meeting the 
schedule...)?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Not well

2 0

3 0

4 5

5 8 Very well

Overall rating

16. How much did you learn?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Definitely not much

2 0

3 5

4 6

5 2 Definitely more than I expected.

4 - Course increased my knowledge of Linux kernel level programming
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17. How useful will this course be in your daily job?

Rating Answers Description

1 1 Not useful.

2 1

3 3

4 7

5 1 Very useful. Will make my job easier and more productive.

5 - Will be useful if I get to work on a Linux project

1 - This had nothing to do with my job, rather personal.

3 - I hope that someday I get to be a Linux developer!

3 - Remains to be seen

18. Would you recommend this course to others?

Rating Answers Description

1 0 No.

2 0

3 1

4 4

5 8 Yes, definitely
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19. Overall rating

Rating Answers Description

1 0 Very disappointing

2 0 Disappointing

3 1 A little bit disappointing

4 1 OK

5 1 Pretty good

6 9 Very good

7 1 Excellent

3 - Missed the focus. Too divided audience.

6 - Thank you! Hope it wasn't horrifyingly cold here.

6 - Thanks Michael! You're full fledged “Linux Guru”, without the RMS beard, though.

6- I expected more programming and information on Linux kernel and how to use it in embedded programs.

Instructor comments
Thanks to the (sometimes oral) suggestions from the audience, I will improve the training session:

By making the first lectures shorter: Linux and Unix introduction.

By trying to make the book structure clearer, to make the materials useful as a manual afterwards.

By making the lab environment more stable and robust, so that people don't have to spend too much time of 
secondary issues (typically for making NFS work between the target and the host).

By adding optional exercises at the end of labs, for more experienced people who complete the labs before others.

By proposing a less ambitious agenda, so that people are not disappointed if we do not have time to cover some 
topics. The agenda I proposed was a best case one, for the unusual situation when participants already have a 
significant experience with (embedded) Linux.
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